ii2             THE STORY OF THE MOORS.   [CHAP, xrr,

Christian slaves and fifteen hundred Christian captives.
He was a man of magnificent generosity. When his
son Abd-el-Malek was married to his cousin, dowries
were given to a great number of orphan girls, gifts
were distributed to the schools and hospitals, all his
guards were newly clothed, and the poets who com-
posed verses in honour of the occasion were richly-
rewarded. The wedding-feast was celebrated in the
gardens of a beautiful country-house called Almeria,
which were illuminated with lamps on every tree and
shrub; while on the lakes were boats, whence gentle
music was heard. Still, as a remnant of the customs
of the desert tribes, who used to carry off their wives
by force, the bride was placed in a pavilion, round
which her fellow-maidens kept guard with rods of
ivory and gold, and fought a mimic struggle with the
bridegroom and his attendants, who came with gilt
maces to win an entrance.

From these scenes of delight, Al Mansour, in 1001,
set forth on his fifty-second warlike expedition, hoping
to complete the conquest of Spain. The Christians
had had three years in which to rally ; they had
repented of their fatal' divisions, and all their chiefs
united: Bermudo II., though so lame with gout thai-
he had to be carried in a chair ; Garcia, King of
Navarre ; and Sancho Garcias, the son and successor
of the late Count of Castille. Every man who could
wield a lance or a bow was summoned to their
tandards.

Al Mansour knew of the league, but was too much
accustomed to victory to fear it, or take any steps to
enlarge his force, which as usual was partly Arab and
partly Berber. His object was to attack the lands of